
176 THE IMMIGRANT INVASION

“ Resolved, That the unprecedented move

ment of the very poor to America from Europe

in the last three years has resulted in wholly

changing the previous social, political, and eco

nomic aspects of the immigration question. The
enormous accessions to the ranks of our com

peting wage-workers, being to a great extent

unemployed, or only partly employed at un

certain wages, are lowering the standard of

living among the masses of the working people

of this country, without giving promise to up

lift the great body of immigrants themselves.
The overstocking of the labour market has be

come a menace to many trade-unions, especially

those of the less skilled workers. Little or

no benefit can possibly accrue to an increasing

proportion of the great numbers yet coming;
they are unfitted to battle intelligently for their

rights in this republic, to whose present bur

dens they but add others still greater. The

fate of the majority of the foreign wage-work
ers now here has served to demonstrate on the

largest possible scale that immigration is no

solution of the world-wide problem of poverty.
" Resolved, That we warn the poor of the

earth against coming to America with false

hopes; it is our duty to inform them that the

economic situation in this country is changing
with the same rapidity as the methods of in

dustry and commerce.”
The resolution closed with a request to Con

gress that it should either suspend immigra


