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While the wave of emigration from Great Britain and
Ireland to the United States has receded from the high-
water mark reached in 1880-1889, yet, eliminating that
exceptional decade, we find that during the 20-year period
1890-1909, marked by the influx of immigrants from South-
ern and Eastern Europe, the United States received more
immigrants from Great Britain and Ireland than during the
20-year period 1860-1879. Another fact that must not be
lost sight of is the recent development of Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, and South Africa, which has naturally drawn
a part of the emigration from Great Britain and Ireland.
The policy of restriction adopted in Australia, New Zealand,
and South Africa has conferred a special privilege upon
immigrants of British nationality. On the other hand,
the governments of Canada and Australia are making sys-
tematic efforts to induce and assist immigration from the
mother country. That the financial assistance offered to
immigrants from the United Kingdom has diverted a part
of them from the United States is but natural.

The decline of Irish immigration began as far back as
1861. It rose again in the 80’s, in the turbulent years of
the Irish Land League agitation, and once more during the
past decade. That the ‘“new immigration” to the United
States was not the cause of the decline of Irish immigration
is clear from the fact that the emigration movement from
Ireland to other countries has also declined, while, on the
other hand, of those Irish who did emigrate the proportion
destined to the United States was higher during the period
of the great influx of immigrants from Southern and Eastern
; Europe than in 1876-1890, when immigration from South-
ern and Eastern Europe was negligible. There have been
forces at work to reduce the number of Irish seeking to
better their condition away from home. The great Irish
unrest of the 80’s forced the British Parliament to enact
remedial legislation, which gave to the tenant-at-will a legal
title to his holding, besides reducing his rent, and converted

about one third of the tenants into land proprietors. These
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