
LIVING CONDITIONS AND CONGESTION 145

unattractive and uninviting, and often unsanitary and
dangerous to the community as a whole. Very little

interest in his surroundings is evinced by the recent

immigrant. The duties of the immigrant housewife
 are so arduous and so numerous that she has but little

time to keep the living and sleeping quarters in a

cleanly condition. The presence of a large number of

boarders and lodgers also tends to make this impos

sible. Consequently the houses are dirty, as a rule

badly kept, and there is little privacy or independent
family life. As a rule, there are no water or sanitary

appliances in the house.

TYPES OF IMMIGRANT HOUSEHOLDS

Space is not available to enter into detailed de

scriptions of immigrant households. As a concrete

illustration, however, of the living conditions which
prevail among recent immigrant households, two com

posite and representative cases may be described: (1)
a household in an industrial locality conducted by a

family with one or more children; and (2) a boarding

group composed entirely of males. The first type of
household usually occupies a four-room apartment.
The rear room on the first floor is used as a kitchen

and living and dining-room for the family and its
boarders and lodgers. It is equipped with an ordinary

cheap cooking-range, a plain table and simple cooking
and eating utensils. Sometimes there is running water
and a sink, but usually water must be carried from an

outside source. In this room the household, which

may consist of twelve to twenty adults and children,

cook and eat. All the laundry work for the entire
household is done in this room. It is also used as a

 general living and loafing-room.


