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consist for the most part of the remains of dwelling-places,
fortifications, and roadways; of weapons, implements, and
ornaments lost or abandoned at the time; of burial places
and their contents; and of such physical characteristics of
later populations as have survived from an early period.
Centuries of human habitation of Britain passed away, leaving
only such scanty remains and the obscure and doubtful knowl-
edge that can be drawn from them. Through this period,
however, successive races seem to have invaded and settled the
country, combining with their predecessors, or living alongside
of them, or in some cases, perhaps, exterminating them.

When contemporary written records begin, just before the
beginning of the Christian era, one race, the Britons, was
dominant, and into it had merged to all appearances all others.
The Britons were a Celtic people related to the inhabitants of
that part of the Continent of Europe which lies nearest to
Britain. They were divided into a dozen or more separate
tribes, each occupying a distinct part of the country. They
lived partly by the pasturing of sheep and cattle, partly by
a crude agriculture. They possessed most of the familiar grains
and domestic animals, and could weave and dye cloth, make
pottery, build boats, forge iron, and work other metals, includ-
ing tin. They had, however, no cities, no manufactures beyond
the most primitive, and but little foreign trade to connect them
with the Continent. At the head of each tribe was a reigning
chieftain of limited powers, surrounded by lesser chiefs. The
tribes were in a state of incessant warfare one with the other.

3. Roman Britain. — This condition of insular isolation
and barbarism was brought to a close in the year 55 B.C. by
the invasion of the Roman army. Julius Cesar, the Roman
general who was engaged in the conquest and government
of Gaul, or modern France, feared that the Britons might bring
aid to certain newly subjected and still restless Gallic tribes.
He therefore transported a body of troops across the Channel

and fought two campaigns against the tribes in the southeast




