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its head was John Laird, M.P., and John Laird, junior, his

son and successor, became the first Chairman of the united

firm. Mr. W. L. Hichens is now the occupant of that

position. The 35,000-ton battleship. Rodney (one of the
two under construction for the British Government),

launched by H.R.H. the Princess Mary at Tranmere, has

been recently delivered to the Admiralty. She will cost,

all told, when in commission, £7,500,000, and with her

sister ship the Nelson, launched on the Tyne, will be the

last colossal warship which, under the Washington

Agreement, can be built by any Power. The firm is also

constructing the machinery for one of the dockyard-built

cruisers.


