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Tuts book was completed in the fall of 1914. The Intro-

duction was written in August and September of that year.

I had long been occupied with the plan of formulating a

systematic criticism of the theoretical economy of the new

bourgeoisie. For this purpose, I went to Vienna after succeed-

ing in making my escape from Siberia; I there attended the

lectures of Professor Bohm-Bawerk (1851-1914), of the Uni-

versity of Vienna. In the library of the University of Vienna,

I went through the literature of the Austrian theorists. I was

not permitted, however, to finish this work in Vienna, since

the Austrian Government had me imprisoned in a fortress just

before the outbreak of the World War, while its arguses were

entrusted with the task of subjecting my manuscript to careful

examination. In Switzerland, to which I repaired after my

deportation from Austria, I had an opportunity to study the

Lausanne School (Walras), as well as the older economists,

at the library of the University of Lausanne, and thus to trace

the theory of marginal utility to its roots. At Lausanne, 1

also made an exhaustive study of the Anglo-American econ-

omists. Political activities took me to Stockholm, where the

Royal Library and the special economic library of the Higher
Commercial School (Handelshogskolan) afforded me an op-

portunity to continue my study of the later bourgeois political

economy. My arrest in Sweden and my deportation to Nor-

way brought me to the library of the Nobel Institute at

Christiania; after reaching the United States, I was enabled to

study the American economic literature even more thoroughly

in the New York Public Library.

For a long time the manuscript of this book could not be

found in Christiania (now Oslo), where I had left it, and it is

only due to the most painstaking efforts of my friend, the

Norwegian communist, Arvid C. Hansen, that it was found

and brought to Soviet Russia in February, 1919. I have since


