
4 SUMMARIZED DATA OF COPPER PRODUCTION

PRINCIPAL COPPER-PRODUCING COUNTRIES

The following brief resumé of production from each of the principal

copper-producing countries concludes the present treatinent of copper

production. A subsequent paper on sources and resources of copper

will contain an account of the principal copper-producing districts

and mines.
UNITED STATES

The increase in copper production in the United States during

the latter part of the nineteenth century and the first part of the

twentieth century was even more remarkable than the large increase

in world production. During the six decades ending with 1920 the

average increase per decade in world production was 60.1 per cent.

During the same period the average increase in the United States

production was 145.8 per cent.

The United States began to produce copper in the decade ending

with 1850; the quantity produced was less than 1 per cent of the

world total. Following that decade, however, the increase was

rapid up to the end of the nineteenth century, during the last decade

of which the United States produced about 52 per cent of the world

total. Since then the relation of the United States production to

that of the world has remained fairly constant. The United States

production is 48.4 per cent of the total world production from 1801

to 1927, inclusive.
United States production by decades, by five-year periods, and by

years is shown in Tables 8, 9, and 10 and Figures 11 and 12.

TABLE 8.—Smeller production of copper in the Uniled Stales by decades (short tons)
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1 Average annual increase per decade for the last six decades is 145.8 ver cent.


